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News Brief 
 
 

 President Md. Abdul Hamid has sought Bangladesh‟s expanded trade and investment ties with 

European Union (EU) as its outgoing ambassador and head of delegation Pierre Mayaudon called on 

him at Bangabhaban yesterday. „The EU is a tested friend and has been our largest export destination, a 

major source of foreign investment and development partner,‟ the President told the envoy. The 

President also appreciated EU for extending duty and quota-free access of Bangladeshi products. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said Bangladesh always considers Japan as its great friend. 

Japan has always been supporting Bangladesh for its development. She recalled that Japan has made 

enormous contributions to Bangladesh's development since its independence. The Prime Minister made 

the remarks when Japanese Ambassador in Dhaka Masato Watanabe paid a farewell call on her at her 

office yesterday. „We would continue to render assistance for the development of Bangladesh,‟ assured 

the Japanese Ambassador. On the trade and investment relations with Japan, the PM said the 

government has allocated 1000 acres land for the Japanese investors in the special economic zone in 

Araihazar, Narayanganj. The envoy said Japan is providing loans of 600 billion yen to different mega 

projects of Bangladesh. He said the Japanese investors have close eyes on Bangladeshi companies and 

they are keen to invest in building manufacturing industries here.  

 Health and Family Welfare Minister Mohammad Nasim has urged the UAE government to recruit 

more Bangladeshi workers. The Health Minister, who is now visiting the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 

made the call during a meeting with Sheikh Saud Bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Emir of Ras Al Khaimah 

province of the UAE yesterday. Apprising Sheikh Saud of the recent achievements of Bangladesh in 

eco-social sectors, including health, Health Minister said, “Bangladesh now has developed its status as 

lower medium income country with the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.” Informing the 

Nasim about the ongoing investment of UAE in some sectors of Bangladesh, Sheikh Saud expressed his 

gratitude to Bangladesh government for providing uninterrupted cooperation in this regard. 

 The High Court yesterday upheld the death penalty of 15 for their involvement in conspiracy, 

abduction and killing of seven Narayanganj men in 2014. The Court, however, commuted the capital 

punishment of 11 others to life imprisonment. It fined them Tk 20,000 each, in default of which they 

have to spend two more years in prison. 

 The government has started the process of carrying out detailed design and other work for setting 

up the Dhaka's second metro-rail from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport to Kamlapur Rail Station. 

Dhaka Mass Transit Company on Monday invited bids from international firms for general consultancy 

work of the 28-km mass rapid transit line-1 (MRT-1). 

 More than 87,000 undocumented Myanmar nationals entered the tourist district of Cox‟s Bazar in 

Bangladesh till July from bordering Rakhine state where Myanmar security forces have been 

conducting crackdown since October last year, according to an assessment done by International 

Organisation for Migration.  

 Bangladesh has submitted a list of Yaba making factories in Myanmar to the country's authorities 

aiming to stop those from manufacturing and marketing the addictive banned drug. A 13-member 

Bangladesh team handed over the list of 49 factories to the neighbouring country at a bilateral meeting 

on illegal drug issue in Yangon on August 20.  

 India has approved 12 projects under its US$ 2 billion second Line of Credit to improve 

infrastructures of Bangladesh. The Indian Exim Bank has recently approved $1. 75 billion for the 12 

development projects out of 14 projects placed by the government of Bangladesh.  

 The government has received $368 million as foreign aid in the month of July, which is almost 

three times the amount that flew in a year earlier.  

  The prime index of the Dhaka Stock Exchange settled yesterday at 5,862 points. 
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